Bowers School Farm, Bloomfield Hills, Michigan
As told by Holly Glomski

"As the story goes — this barn was built in the 1920s. It was built as an agricultural dream of a businessman who had planned to work a small dairy herd in his retirement years. He started the barn first so he could begin adding dairy cattle but passed away before the barn was completed. In 1966 the land and barns were sold to the Bloomfield School District as a building site for the school.

The barn is a Bloomfield Hills landmark and the identifying component of the farm to the school district's students and the surrounding community. Preserving its function and aesthetic beauty ensures that the farm will attract audiences and be available to future generations of students and community, especially the neighboring 'city dwellers' who want to better understand the farm's historic presence, agricultural roots, history and practices."

Dull Farm, Thorntown, Indiana
As told by Kerry Dull

“We are a family-owned corporation that row crops 2000 acres of corn and soybeans. We also run and maintain a tree farm that we use as part of a Christmas tree business.

Our barn is the centerpiece of our farm. It is the first building that customers see as they come around the bend in the road and up the driveway, so it needs to look good for that first impression. We are very involved in our community, and our farm is a recommended place to visit by the Boone County Convention and Visitors Bureau. During school tours, part of the barn is used for a petting zoo where the students and teachers feed and interact with our animals. We feel this on-farm connection goes a long way in educating our future consumers about where food really comes from.

This project would provide a unique service learning opportunity for all involved. It would provide an avenue where two local FFA chapters from different districts, FFA Alumni, national FFA staff and the Dulls can all work together to revive a tired barn into a centerpiece that's used to educate both the young and the not-so-young about food and agriculture."

The Farm on St. Mathias, Brainerd, Minnesota

As told by Robert B. Jones

"The iconic barn was built perhaps in the early 1950s as estimated by FFA alumni Kevin Happke. Initially used for dairy production, we purchased the barn in 2006 and began our business.

Our 80-acre farm grows a full line of vegetables, apples, and pumpkins. We maintain a Community Supported Agriculture business, complete with an on-site store for direct marketing, participation in local farmers markets and accounts with premiere local restaurants. To help promote our mission of education in the community for the benefit of producing locally grown food, we dedicate four 50'x 50' plots to local nonprofit organizations.

That is why this project is so important to us. Not only will it help to preserve the iconic barn known for many generations, but it will also help sustain a family-owned and operated small farm, known for producing quality ingredients for nutritional meals. These efforts, combined with service-learning opportunities, lend themselves to benefit our community, FFA chapters, and Alumni affiliates."

The Augie Fudala Farm, Bark River, Michigan

As told by Barbara Atencio

"Our 160-acre farm was originally a dairy farm and is now called the 'Fudala Farm' in honor of my parents. The Farm was homesteaded sometime around the early 1900s by the Konkle family, and a barn and matching chicken coop were erected shortly after (1910-1920). Over the years the barn has been used to house livestock, horses, and more.

I hope to see our family barn 'revived' and preserved for future generations to enjoy. Through this project we will share the mission of the FFA organization. I commend and thank the Campbell Soup Company for providing this opportunity to restore these old barns and preserve a piece of our American heritage, and also providing an opportunity to educate and inform the public at large about 'supporting the future of American farming and the agriculture industry.'

The reviving of our barn will ensure it will be around for years to come to serve as a working barn and stand as a symbol of the American Farm."

The Gregory Farm, Whitehall, Illinois

As Told by Josh Lawson

"The Gregory Farm has a long history dating back to 1821 when it was purchased by Charles Gregory through the Homestead Act. The original barn was designed and built in 1909 and has seen many changes over the past 100 years. In September, the Barn served as a chapel for the wedding of a seventh generation member of the Gregory Farm.

The restoration of the barn would benefit our whole community. The owners of the farm, the Esareys, have made a huge commitment to our FFA chapter over the years, inviting us to their farm for barn tours, livestock and horse judging, gardening, and old time farming. We would like to take part in this project, not only as a thank-you for the many contributions this family has given our community, but to help keep a vital part of our small-town history alive for more many more generations."

The “Just Wait and See” Farm, Union Bridge, Maryland
As Told by Colby Ferguson
"The barn was built in 1856 and used as a traditional bank barn with hay and grain stores on the upper level and cows and horses kept on the lower. The current owners bought the farm about 1 1/2 years ago and changed it over to a beef and calf operation, using the land primarily for pasture, hay, and corn.

Restoring this barn that is located in a very traditional farming community would help bring an already strong community together for a common cause. A well-kept farm and attractive neighborhoods are important. Supporting and helping to sustain agriculture, especially farming and open space, is a priority of the local government and Office of Economic Development. Restoring this barn would help preserve it for the next generation.

Doing this project would also provide an opportunity for other family members and members of several FFA chapters, FFA Alumni affiliates, Lions Clubs, Ruritan Clubs, and other community organizations to come together for fellowship and to work for a common cause."

The Neil B McPhail Farm, Seneca, South Carolina
As told by Gwen McPhail

"The barn was built in the late 1800s. It was on the property when it was purchased in 1902 by our grandfather. Originally it was used as a mule barn on the cotton farm and then remodeled when the farm changed from cotton to cattle in 1936.

The project will benefit the farm because it will provide assistance to help restore the entire barn at once, instead of patching and piecing the work as needed. It will benefit our community because the national focus on agriculture will instill in them the value of preserving our history.

We also want to help educate people about the 'how,' 'who' and 'where' of the safest, cheapest, and best food supply in the world."

Providence Grove High School Barn, Climax, North Carolina

As told by Amy Kidd

"The barn was built approximately in 1946 as a cattle barn by a man named Junius Doc (JD) Cheek. When the land was sold to the school, the school board realized the potential of having such a valuable resource for the agricultural program and left the barn on the campus of the school.

This project will be most beneficial to the community, the FFA chapter, the Alumni and the school. Our students need a facility in which they can learn the hands-on skills taught in the animal science classes. In addition, the barn also provides a space in which the area third graders come to visit the high school to learn about the origin of food in an activity we call, 'Fun on the farm.' By providing a renovated barn, we will continue to provide to the area third graders and hold workshops to the area farms on animal, goat, and crop care and maintenance."

Euken Farm LLC, Lewis, Iowa
As told by Michelle Euken

"My great-great-grandparents purchased the 320-acre farm, where the barn sits, in 1912. The barn was built in the late 1920s. Originally it was used for hay storage, animal shelter, milking cows, and housing horses. Since then the farm has been passed on down the family all the way to my parents who purchased the farm in 1987.

Barns are a symbol of rural heritage and are landmarks in Iowa. The barn on our farm also is part of our family heritage; the barn will be designated a 'Century Farm' (Iowa recognizes farms that have been owned by one family for 100 years) in 2012, so this is an ideal time to revive the barn.

The project will benefit my family to help preserve it for use for many more years. It will bring together current FFA members and Alumni to work on a project that has significance and symbolism for the agricultural heritage of the community. It will re-confirm the family farm heritage in Iowa and the role of the barn on family farms. The publicity about the barn revival will help educate the public about food production and the hands that produce it."

Rollinghills Farm, Staunton, Virginia

As told by Sally Shomo

"As a former FFA member, an agricultural education instructor and FFA advisor, I know firsthand the importance of programs that the National FFA Alumni and Campbell Soup Company barn reviving initiative provide in challenging and engaging our agricultural youth to help them develop into our future leaders. The FFA motto says 'Learning to do.' I can think of no better way to express and make an impact on our young people than to have them participate in this type of service learning project.

The bank barn was built in 1915, with a shed attached as a loafing area for the dairy cattle in 1951. The benefits of the Barn Reviving project will offer a more eye appealing, weather resistant barn as many of the boards have begun to decay with time. A new barn will help boost morale, among other things.

Agriculture is in the blood for the Shomo family. At age 78, Charles still actively farms each day with 26-year-old grandson Bryan. On evening and weekends his son, Scott, and another grandson Justin (all of whom are former FFA members) can always be found on the farm working cattle, planting and harvesting crops and doing maintenance of farm equipment."

