About Jamie Clarke

Accomplished international mountaineer-adventurer Jamie Clarke is a 20-year veteran of expeditions across the world. He has climbed the Seven Summits, traveled to 55 countries, written books and made films about his grueling journeys.  While not adventuring, he’s a popular public speaker and businessman. Clarke describes himself as an ordinary person seeking extraordinary experiences who tries to inspire others to do the same – in their own personal ways.
A life-changing opportunity presented itself to Clarke in 1991 at age 22—the chance to join an expedition to Mount Everest. The team faced deadly storms and were forced back just 3,000 feet from the summit. In 1994, his team made a second attempt, only to be turned back a heart-breaking 500 feet from the top. In 1997 Clarke at last realized his life-long dream when he and his team summited the legendary Everest. During his 1994 and 1997 climbs, Jamie joined in several high-altitude rescues to save climbers who had succumbed to the mountain’s harsh conditions.

Turning his sights on Arabia’s Empty Quarter, Clarke spent years planning a 40-day, 620-mile camel-crossing of this arid land—one the world’s most dangerous deserts. He and his 1999 team became the second group—and the first Westerners in 50 years—even to attempt the journey. No one has successfully crossed the Quarter since Clarke.

Jamie has produced several documentaries on his adventures. Above All Else focuses on the Everest expeditions, and Crossing the Empty Quarter on Clarke’s Arabian venture. Both films have appeared worldwide on National Geographic.  Clarke also co-authored a book, Above All Else, about his first two Everest expeditions. His second book, Everest to Arabia, was released in 2000. 

Using energy and humor in 50-plus speaking engagements per year for the likes of IBM, Coca-Cola, Hertz, and Kraft, he motivates his audiences to persevere through obstacles. Clarke also serves as co-founder and President of Out There Adventure Centre, a successful outdoor equipment store in Calgary, Canada, now in its 6th successful year.
Never one to rest long, Clarke is now working with Hanesbrands Inc. of Winston-Salem, N.C., to lead an expedition to Mount Everest in the spring 2010.  Clarke and his team will set out to climb the world’s highest peak wearing specially designed Champion and Duofold products, giving Hanesbrands the opportunity to showcase its commitment to innovation, team-building, goal setting and promote its brands and products through consumer and customer marketing campaigns.
